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M IN UE’'S; 


FIRST DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


New Zion Cuurca, 
Cortan County, Dec. 7th. 1878. 


The Union Baptist Association met at New Zion 
Church, Copiah County, on Satarday before the 2nd, Sabbath 
in December, 1878. 

In accordance with previous appointment, the Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Elder A. J. Miller. Text, “In him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are 
complete in him,” Col. 2: 9, 10. 

After an intermission of one hour the congregation was again 
called together, and the Association called to order by Mod- 
erator, Green. Opening prayer by Bro. A. J. Miller. 

The Chair then appointed Brethren D. 58. Burch, and A. 
J. Maxey, Reading Clerks, By the reading of letters it was 
found that the following Churches were represented : 

Antioch, Copiah County—B. B. Day. 

Antioch, Franklin County—By letter. 

Brushy Fork—William Dougan, James Bailes, 

Damascus—Wm. M. Haley, R. H. Purser. 

Fellowship—A. J. Miller,-S. L. Green, Thomas Till. 

Gallman—A. J. Maxey, Wm. Sumrall. 

: Hazlehwrst—A, A. Lomax, A. R. Granberry. 
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New Hope—G. W. Rotch, J. Jasper Green, I. R. Martin, 

New Zion—C. 5. Green, R. E. Manning. 

New Providence—J. 8. Bailey. 

Pine Bluf—H. T. Lewis, Joseph J. Green. ° 

Port Gibson—D. I. Purser. 

Rodney—E. L. Bolls. 

Spring Hill—A. L. Peagler. 

White Oak—E. C. Gates, A. C. Lewis, F. M. McPhail. . 

On motion, proceeded to the election of officers, which 
rsulted in the election of J. Jasper Green, Moderator, A. J. 
Miller, Clerk, and C. J. Green, Treasurer. 

After prayer by Bro. D. I. Purser, the body was declared 
ready for business. 

On motion, a committee on religious exercises was appoint- 


ed, consisting of the following brethren: the Deacons of New. 


Zion Church and Bro. Haley. 

On motion, Bro. E. C. Eager was invited to a seat in the 
body. 

On motion called for correspondence. 

On motion, Bro. D. S. Burch was recognized as a messenger 
from Central Association; and Bro. J. M. Goode as Messenger 
from Strong River. , 

On motion, the following Committees were appointed: 

Finance—A. J. Maxey, W. M. Haley, A. C. Lewis. 

Ministerial Education—R. H. Purser, H. T. Lewis, B. B. 
Day. 

Home Missions—Z. J. Scott, A. R. Granberry, James 

Sunday Schools—Joseph J. Green, C. J. Green, Thomas 
Till. 

Foreign Missions—D. 1. Purser, I. R. Martin, 8. L. Green. 

Mississippi College—A. A. Lomax, E. C. Gates, R. E. 
Manning. 

Publications—R. H. Parser, A. L. Peagler, F. M.- 
McPhail. 
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Nominations—A. J. Miller, E. L. Bolls, William Dougan. 

Temperance—A. A. Lomax, G. W. Rotch, J. F; Lattimore. . 

Pastoral Support—W m. Sumrall, E. C. Eager, C. J. Green. 

Condition of Colored People—D. I. Purser, Joseph 4 
Green, 8. L. Green. 

On motion, the chair appointed Corresponding messengers: 

To Mississippi Association—A. J, Miller, J. Jasper Green. 

ar River—A. A. Lomax, R. H. Purser. 

Pearl. River—Wm. Haley, I. R. Martin. 

Central—E. C. Gates, A. J. Miller, D. L Purser, J. J. 
Green. 

Mississippi Baptist Convention—A. J. Miller, D. I. Purser, 
A. A. Lomax, R. H. Purser, J. Jasper Green, Wm. Sumrall, 
H. T. Lewis, B. B, Day, J. E. Chiles, J. F. Purser. 

Fair River—A. R. Granberry, D. I. Purser, E. C. Gates, 
F, M. MePhail, Wm. Sumrall, R. H. Purser, A. J. Miller, 

On motion, report of Committee on Religious Exercises was 
adopted—D. I. Purser to preach on Sabbath, at 11 o’clock, 
and E. C, Gates, in the afternoon. 

On motion adjourned until 11 o’clock, Monday morning. 


SABBATH EXERCISES. 


In the morning had a meeting in the interest of Sabbath 
Schools, conducted by Bro. Lomax, who made the opening 
speech, which was full of point, pith and humor. Brethren 
R. H. Purser and Joseph J. Green, made good speeches in 
behalf of the Sunday School cause. 


In the absence of D. I. Purser, A. A. Lomax. preached the 
Missionary Sermon. Bro. Lomax confined himself to no text 
but spoke of the mission work in its obligations, extent and 
encouragements. 


AFTERNOON. 


, Preaching by E. C. Gates, text, “Emmanuel”—Matt., 1: 23. 
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A good sermon, but delivered under difficulties. Near than 
der and occasional showers make congregations impatient. 


SECOND DAY. 


Owing to the very inclement weather but few delegates were 
present. The Association was called to order by the Modera- 
tor. Prayer by Bro. Douglass, 


On motion, Bro. Douglass was received as a messenger from 
Fair River Association, 


On motion, heard reports of Committee. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


E. C. Gates, read report of committee on Mississippi Col- 
lege, which was adopted. 


Mississippi College. 


Colleges, like the century plant, are of ‘slow growth. Itis 
well that it should be so. Timber ‘of slow growth best sub- 
serves important purposes. M ississippi College is no exception. 
It grows slowly, but it grows, grows in efficiency, grows in - 
power, grows in the affections of the great Baptist heart of 
Mississippi. Brethren can we pot contribute something to. 
this foster child of the denomination? We say yes, emphat- 
ically yes! 

Ist. By our sympathy and prayers. 

2nd. By our patronage. Mississippi College wants: your 
patronage, asks your patronage, nobly deserves your patronage. 
Will you give it? Respectfully submitted, 

A. A. LOMAX, Chairman. 


In the absence of the regular committee, a new committee 


was appointed on Home Missions consisting of Brethren 
Purser, Gates and Barch. 
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Report of Committee on Finance. 


We have examined the Treasurer’s Report, with accom- 
panying vouchers, and find the same correct. The following 
amounts have been sent up by the Churches: ; 


Churches. Associational Purposes. Home Missions. 
. ' $4 00 
‘Brushy Fork, 3°90 
6 25 


S 


Hazlehurst, . 


New Zion, 
White Oak, 
New Providence,... 


Se ee ee) 
SSSSESSRSES 


Spring Hiill,........-..... Fr 
Gallman 


J. E. Chiles, | 5 00 


$36 30 
54 45 


$90 75 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. J. MAXEY, Chairman. 
On motion, the report was adopted. 
Treasurer’s Report for 1878, 
C. J. GREEN, Treasurer, 
In Ace’t with Union Baptist Association, 
1877. RECEIPTS. 
Sept. 24. Amount from Churches for Associational 


“ for Home Missions, 
“ Sunday collection, 


MMR aE is :7shcoccctisadeynbeinecionss $121 22 
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1877. Crepits. . 
Nov. 21. Paid A. J. Miller, for services as Clerk, $25 00. 
23. “ for printing minutes, 
23,  “ for Postal Orders and Postage, 
Dec. 3. “to the Mission cause in Port Gibson 60 10 


A dopted. 
Report of Committee on Nominations. 


We, your committee, report the following: ; 
Members of Executive Board—C, J. Green, B. Higdon, L. 


L. Brittain, J. E, Chiles, Joe Dennis, A. C, Lewis, William 
Sumrall. 


To Preach the next Introductory Sermon—Eld. R. H. Purser, 


Fime of Next Meeting—On Saturday before the fourth 
Sabbath in September, 1879, 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. J. MILLER, Chairman. 
On motion, A. J. Miller, D. T. Purser, R. H. Purser and 
J. Jasper Green, were added to the Executive Board ; , after 
which, the report was adopted. 


On motion a new committee on Condition of Colored Peo- 
ple was appointed. 


Report of Committee on Home Missions was read, and, 


pending adoption, Bro, E. P. Douglass, in behalf of Fair 
River Association, made certain Propositions to our body rel- | 


ative to the cultivation of our Mission field. On motion the 
itted, with instructions to embrace the ac- 
ceptance of propositions made by Bro, Douglass. 
R. H. Purser read the report of Committee on Ministerial 
Education, and after discussion, it was adopted : 
Report of Committee on Ministerial Education. 
We 


are again required .to present a report on Ministerial 
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Education. Shall it be a mere form? If so, let us not fur- 
ther encumber our Minutes with such unprofitable reports. 
Surely we should have a nobler object in view. We should 
educate, for it has become absolutely necessary. We rejoice to 
report that the educational facilites for young ministers have 
never been better in our State. With an institution of learn- 
ing such as Mississippi College, which is second to none in our 
land, a faculty of the first grade of scholarship, and arrange- 
ments by which board can be had at about eight dollars per 
month: we may reasonably expect a large number of our young 
ministers to avail themselves of educational advantages. 
Brethren, thé interests of Zion call loudly for an educated min- 
istry. We want strong men, workmen that need not to be 
ashamed. We also recommend that an earnest effort be made 
to secure suitable books for our young ministers, who are una- 
ble to attend our schools and colleges, and, in this way, assist 
them in their preparation to preach the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, Respectfully submitted, 
R. H. PURSER, Chairman. 

On motion the above was amended by continuing Bro. D. 
I, Purser, as Committee for the year on Ministerial Education ; 
after which the report’ was adopted. 

Report of Committee on Foreign Missions, was read and 
adopted. 


Report on Foreign Missions. 


We, your Committee on Foreign Missions, submit the fol- 
lowing: The obligations, to send the Gospel to the heathen, are 
no less binding upon us to-day, than they were upon those 
disciples, whom the Master commanded to “teach gli nations.” 
The harvest is ripe for the laborer, and holy men of God are 
now at work with glorious results in the far off land of Africa” 
and China. Yet they must be sustained by us at home. 
We mast hold the rope while they go down into those dark. 
abodes of superstitious idolatry. If we perform the work © 
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we have promised todo, we will sustain our missionaries, and 
plant our Baptist banner firmly on the heathen shores, 


That this may be accomplished, be it, 


Resolved, That the Pastors within the bounds of this Asso. 


ciation be requested to urge upon their churches to send to the 


next meeting of this body, at least ten cents per member, which 
amount, we think, will acc 


omplish great good in this glorious 
work, 
Respectfully submitted, 
5. L. GREEN, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on Publications was read, and after 
an excellent speech by E. C. Gates, was adopted. 


. Report of Cemmittee on Publications. 


Your Committee on Publications re rt, that to the power 
po po 


ps than to any other causes, under the 
ndebted for the gigantic strides the 
world is now making in every department; social, religious, 
and political. 

An unsanetifyed 
power for evil 
counter-action. 


Whilst the world is bein 


press like an unsanctifyed education is @ 
» Which can only be successfully opposed by 


€ deluged by a corrupt press and 


" corrupting literature, it is the province of the church to seize 


upon the same engine of po 
of Christ. 


We therefore urge that every family take one, or more of 


our present denominational papers. Of this class we would 
especially recommend the “Baptist Record.” 


We would also urge that our Sunday Schools use “Kind: 


wer and use that power in the cause 


Words.” Respectfully subniitted, 


R. H. PURSER, Chairman. 
Report of committee on Home Missions was‘again read, 
and, after discussion, unamiously adopted. sf 


i 
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Report on Home Missions. 


Your committee on Home Missions beg leave to report. 
We deeply regret that since the last meeting of our Associa- 
tion, nothing in the work of Home Missions has been done by 
us. And in view of the great destitution prevailing in our 
bounds, we would submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved; That the Association instruct the Executive Com- 
mittee to secure the service of a Missionary, for a part or a 
whole of his time at such a salary, and in such part of the 
field as they, in their judgment, may determine. 

Resolved, Phat we cordially invite the Corresponding Sec- 
retary-of the State Mission Board, to visit our Association to 
collect funds for State Missions, and that we extend to him our 
hearty co-operation inthis work. — | 

Resolved, That in view of the offered aid by the Executive 
Committee of the Fair River Association to co-operate with 
us in our Mission work, the thanks of the Association are 
hereby acknowledged to the Fair River Association, and our 
Executive committee is hereby instructed to correspond with 
the Executive committee of Fair River Association, that the 
work of Missions may be carried forward more efficiently. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. C. GATES, Chairman. 

Report of Committee on condition of the Colored People 
was read and adopted: 

Report on Condition of Colored People. 

We, your committee on the condition of the Colored Peo- 
ple, beg leave to report, that their spiritual condition is alarm- 
ing, and they need all possible instruction in religious knowl- 
edge. ' 

We would therefore recommend that our ministering breth- 
ren give them such instruction as would lead them to a better 
understanding of their duties and obligations to God. 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. J. MAXEY, Chairman. 


The rt of the Committee on Temperance was read and’ - 
adopted. . 
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Report on Temperance.- 


' We, your committee on Temperance, would submit the folk 
lowing resolutions as our report: 

Resolved, 1st. ‘That 
the use of spirituous drinks, asa be 
Christians, js contrary to the spirit and genius of the religion 
of our ‘Lord Jesns Christ, ond that the habit of freq 


bar-rooms, and other places where these drinks are drank a 
sold, is.de 


tory to the Christian character and tends great- 
ly to lessen Christian influence for good, . 


Resolved, 2d. That we would most earnestly recommend 


to induce their churches to exercise the most strict and rigid 


discipline in the cases af brethren guilty of this obnoxious 
practice, Respectfully submitted, 


A. A. LOMAX, Chairman. 


On motion, the Clerk was requested to write a letter of gen- 


eral correspondence. 
On motion, 
Resolved, That this Association pay Bro, A. J. Miller, 
twenty-five dollars, for } 


) is services as Clerk, and that he 
draw on the Treasury for said amount. 
On motion, 


Resolved, That the thanks of this body are due and are 
hereby kindly tendered to the members of New Zion Chareh, 
and friends Surrounding, for the very hospitable manner in 
which they hay. ntertained us during our stay among them, 

On motion, the Clerk Was instructed to have the minutes 
printed at the “Baptist Record” office, provided, he can have 
the work done as cheap there as 

On motion, adjourned. 


elsewhere, ' 
Closing prayer by Bro. R. H. 
Purser, 
Time and place of next meeting: Saturday before the 4th 
Sabbath in September, 1879, at Fellowship Church, Jefferson 
county. , 


J. JASPER GREEN, Moderator. 
A. J. MILLE, Clerk, 


it is the sense of this Association that 
Verage, on the part of 
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ABSTRACT OF LETTERS. 


ee 


Antioch—Nothing of interest to communicate—R. A. Cooper, 
supply. 

Antioch—Without a pastor and ready to. dissolve. 

Bethesda—Not represented, but evidently without Pastor. 

Beech Grove—Without a “Pastor—the prominent members 

* died of yellow fever. 

Bethany—Without a Pastor and not represented. 

Bethlehem—Not represented. 

Brushy Fork—In working condition. J. Jasper Green, Pastor. 

Damaseus—Not so much encouragement as usual—Jesse 
Woodall, Pastor. 

Fellowship—Peace, harmony and a prosperous condition—A. 
J. Miller, Pastor. 

Gallman—Not in a prosperous condition —E. C. Eager, Pastor. 

Hazlehwrst—Nothing of special interest—A. A. Lomax, Pastor. 

New Hope—W ithout a Pastor. 

New Providence—Revived and strengthened —J. Jasper 
Green, Pastor. 

New Zion—Peace and harmony reigns, but in a lukewarm 
condition—J. Jasper Green, Pastor. 

Philadelphia—Not represented and without a Pastor. 

Pine Bluff—Peace and prosperity > H. Purser, 
pastor. 

Pleasant Hill—Making progress with I. R. Martin as supply. 

Port Gibson—At peace, but.a sufferer from yellow fever—A. 
J. Miller, pastor. 

Rodney—Nothing of interest to report-—W. H. Anderson sup’y. 

Spring Hill—Peace and harmony prevails—I. H. Anding, 


pastor. 
White Oak—At peace and greatly revited—E. C. Gates, pastor 
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LETTER OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE - 


Union Baptist Association to all other bodies with which 
she corresponds—Sexpern GREETING; 


Dear Breraren:—We have just closed our Fifty-Eighth 
Anniversay, Owing to very inclement weather and two post- 
ponements, our delegation was much smaller than usual. Our 


past Associational year was one of trial, suffering and death, 
All our Churches were more o 


r less effected by the dreadful 
epidemic’ which has prevailed to such an alarming extent in 
so many localities. Port Gibson and Beech Grove churches 
have been great sufferers from the fever, 


Although some of our churches are 
waters, we feel that our faith is yet in Him who doeth all 
things well; consequently, we are hopeful. 

Fair River Association has kindly come to our assistance in 
the Mission work and the State Board has a missionary within 
our bounds for half his time. We are, therefore, hopeful for 
the future of our Mission work 

We desire to continue correspondence with you, and would 
send this our letter in testimony of the same, 


May the Lord bless you, 
A. J. MILLER, Clerk. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 


OF THE 


UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


Adopted, First Session, Sept. 18, 1820. 
— >. 


PREAMBLE. 


We, the Churches of Jesus Christ, who have been regularly 
baptized upon a profession of our faith, are convinced of the 
utility of a combination of churches, and of maintaining a 
correspondence for a preservation of our union among churches 
of the same faith and order, we therefore, agree to form our- 
selves into an Association upon the following principles, viz: 


ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


Ist. We believe in one TRIUNE Gop—the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost—the same in essence—equal in 
power and glory. 

2d. We helieve the Scriptures of the OLp anp New 
TesTaMENT were given by the inspiration of God, and are 
the only rule of faith and practice. 

3d. We believe in the fall of Adam from his original ree- 
titude in the imputation of his sins to all his posterity—in the 
total depravity of human nature, and in man’s inability to re- 
store himself to the favor of God. 

_ 4th. We believe that God hath loved his people with an 

everlasting love; that He chose themin Christ before the 
foundation of the world; that He calleth them witha holy 
and effectual calling and being justified alone through ‘the 
righteousness of Christ, imputed to them, they are kept by 
the power of God, through faith unto salvation.  * 
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5th. |We believe there is one Mediator between God and 7 


man—the man Christ Jesus, who, by the satisfaction he made 
to law and justice, in becoming an offering for sin, hath, by 
his most precious blood, redeemed the elect from under the 
curse of the law, that they might be holy and without blame 
before Him in love. 

6th. We believe that good works are the. fruits of 
faith, and follow after justification, and are evidences of a 
gracious state; and that all believers are bound to obey every 
command of God from a principle of Love. 

7th. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and a gen- 
eral judgment; that the happiness of the righteous, and the 
punishment of the wicked, will be everlasting. 


GOSPEL ORDER. 


Ist.’ We believe that a church of Jesus Christ is a congre- 
gation of immersed believers, who have given themselves to 
the Lord, and) to one another by the will of God, and have 
covenanted to keep up a godly diciptine, agreeable to the 
rules of the gospel. 

2d. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Head of the 
Church—the only law-giver, and that the government is with 
the church. , 

3d. That Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the gospel or- 
dinances, appeinted by Jesus Christ, and are to be continued 
in the Charch until his second coming. 

4th. That the immersion of the body in water, in the name 


“ 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the © 


only Scriptural baptism, as taught by Christ and his Apostles. 
5th. That none but regularly baptized church members, 
who live a holy life, have a right to partake of the Lord’s 
supper. 
6th. That it is the privilege and duty of all believers to 
make a public profession of their faith, by submitting them- 


selves as subjects of baptism and as members of the visible 
ehurch. 





7th. 
to exp 
membe 
Seriptu 


Ist, 
churche 
2d. ’ 
respecti 
the nur 
restore 
last As 
nomina 
4th, 
Treasur 
membet 
cessors | 
5th. 
they sh 
Modera 
ship. " 
or rejec 
6th, | 
than th 
member 
for ever 
7th. | 
the Uni 
whether 
for it, it 
that the 
churche: 
8th. ] 
the Ags 
made it 


{19 | 


ith. That it is the duty of every regularly organized church 
to expel from her communion, all disorderly and immoral 
members, or those who hold doctrines contrary to the 
Scripture. 
RULES OF DECORUM. 


Ist. Those delegates who are regularly chosen by the 
churches, in our Union, shall compose the Association. 

2d. The delegates so chosen shall produce letters fron their 
respective churches certifying their appointment, together with 
the number in fellowship; those baptized ; received by letter; 
restored: dismissed; : excommunicated and dead; sineé the 
last Association. 

3d. The delegatés thus chosen and convened, shall be dex 
nominated the “ Union Baptist Association.” \ 

4th. The Association shall have a Moderator, Clerk and 
Treasurer, who shall be annually chosen by a majority of the 
members present, who shall hold their offices until their suct 
cessors are elected, Ese 

5th. If new churches desire to be admitted into this Union, 
they shall petition by letter and delegates. If received, the 
Moderator shall extend to the delegate the right hand of fellow- 
ship. The Association shall always have the power to receive 
or reject applicants for membership. 

6th. No church in this Union shall have a right to more 
than three delegates, unless she shall exceed one hundred 
members, then she will have a right to an additional delegate 
for every additional fifty members. 

ith. Every query sent to the Association, by any church in 
the Union, shall be read and put -to a vote by the Moderator 
whether it shall be debated; and if there shall be a majority 
for it, it shall be taken up and investigated; provided always, 
that those be first considered, which affect the Union of the 
churches, 

8th. Every motion made and seconded shall be taken up by 


the Association, except it be withdrawn by the person who ° 
made it, 
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9th. Only one person shall speak at once; who shall rise) 
from his seat and address the Moderator. +7 
10th. The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted "4 
except he depart from the subject, break the rules.of decorum 
or cast reflections upon a brother, in which case he shall be 
immediately called to order by the Moderator. 
lith. No person shall speak more than twice on the same 
subject, without leave of the Moderator. ei 
12th. No brother shall finally depart from the conference 
without leave of the Association. 
13th. All reports to this body shall be sent up in writing, 
14th. The Moderator shall have the liberty of speaking on 
any question that may be debated, provided the chair be pre- 
viously filled, but shall only have the privilege of voting when — 
the Association is equally divided. 5 om 
15th. The names of the delegates shall be enrolled by the 
Clerk, and called over as often as the Association deems expe st 
dient. 1 
16th. We think it actually necessary to have an Association 
Fund for defraying the expenses of the same; for the raising 
and supporting, of which we think it the duty of each church in 
the Union to contribute such sums as it may think proper, 
and send them by their delegates to the Association, and they 
money thus contributed by the churches, shall be deposited — 
in the hands of the Treasurer, by the Association appointed, 
who shall be accountable to the Association for all the money 


by him received, and paid out according to the direction of 
the same. 


17th. The name of no delegaté shall appear upon the min- 
utes of this Association, who absents himself before adjourn — 
ment without leave of the Association, % 

18th. ‘The minutes of the Association shall be read dnd cor 
rected if necessary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, 
before the Association rise, ‘ 














